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exaggerated as to make criticism treasonable, and to
rob the moral sense of its sovereignty.

10. THE SPIRITUAL CHURCH

May it not be that one's union with the visible Church
often needs, like an ill-set bone, to be broken and
re-set? We sought in it what we had no business to
seek; we took it for the substance, whereof it is but
the shadow or sacrament. As, one by one, the claims
of the hierarchic Church dissolve under criticism,
and as our attitude towards the official and theological
defenders of those claims becomes one of opposition
and indignant protest, and brings upon us the sense
of unmerited outlawry, and at least the anticipation
of violence and oppression, we are driven more and
more to content ourselves with a sense of spiritual
communion with all lovers and martyrs of truth and
conscience throughout the world in all ages, present,
past, and to come, and at last come to find, in this
communion with the invisible Church, a far deeper
source of strength and solace than that from which
the duties of inward sincerity have in some measure
shut us off.

"Be my soul with the Saints!" says Newman,
looking away from Anglicanism towards the altars
of Rome. But is there not a wider Communion of
Saints, whereof the canonised are but a fraction, and
whose claims are founded, not in miracles or pro-
digies, but in that sincerity to truth and righteous-
ness, without which even orthodoxy were nothing
worth ? Be my soul with such saints, whatever their
creed and communion !